226	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
The boy went away. He was soon back with the silver.
"Here are fifty taels," Hsi-men said, handing the packet to
Ying Po-chueh. "Take them. I haven't opened the packet.
You'd better open it yourself and see what is in it."
"But this is too much/' Po-chueh said.
"You say your second daughter is growing up/' said
Hsi-men; "buy her some new clothes, and, later on, she will
be glad of them."
"That is a good idea. Brother," Po-chueh said. He opened
the packet. It was some of the silver which the officers had
sent, divided into pieces of three taels each, of very fine
quality. He was delighted and bowed to Hsi-men Ch'ing.
"Brother," he said, "how generous you are. No one else would
help me as you do. But you will take this note, won't you?"
"You foolish lad," Hsi-men said, "why should I trouble
about that? This is your parents' house or you would not
come here to ask help so often. The baby does not belong
only to you, he belongs to me too. It is my duty to help you
rear him. When the ceremony of the first month is over, I will
send for your wife. Shfe will do for the interest on the money
I have just given you."
"These last few days," Po-chiieh said, "your aunt has been
as thin as your mother."
They laughed and joked together. Then Po-chiieh asked
what had happened to Huang's relations.
"Ch'ienjwrote to Li," Hsi-men told him, "and Li sent for
the accused and examined them himself. Both Sun Wen and
his father were set free, with only ten taels to pay towards
the funeral expenses."
"What luck for them!" Po-chiieh exclaimed. "They would
never find anybody else like you. No, not even if they took a
lantern to look. And you wouldn't take anything from them,
either dry or wet. But though you would not accept a present
from them, you must take the money you had to spend on
Ch'ien. And don't forget to tell Huang he mtst give us a
feast. If you won't tell him, I will. We have saved his brother-
in-law's life, and that is no small matter."
The Moon Lady was sitting in her room when Tower of
Jade came. "My brother, Meng Jui, will soon be leaving for

